RAMSEY PEDIATRIC CENTER
Circumcision Care

What is circumcision?

Circumcision is the surgical removal of the foreskin of the penis.  The foreskin is the skin that covers the tip of the penis.  Circumcision is often performed on newborn boys before they leave the hospital or within the first several days of life.

What should I expect after my son’s circumcision?

Circumcision is considered a very safe procedure, and problems after a circumcision are rare.  After the procedure, the tip of the penis may seem raw.  A clear or yellowish crust may form over the area, and there may be some swelling.  You may also notice a small amount of bleeding in the first day or two.  Each of these signs is normal.

How do I care for my son after a circumcision?

With each diaper change, gently clean the penis and diaper area.  At the same time, apply petroleum jelly to the tip of the penis and the area of the incision.  The petroleum jelly keeps the incision from sticking to the diaper.

After the circumcision, your son will have either a bandage or a plastic ring on his penis.  If your son has a bandage, change it each time you change his diaper.  If he has a plastic ring, it will drop off on its own when the circumcision is fully healed.  Do not try to pull it off.

What about pain medication?

Your son’s healthcare professional may recommend acetaminophen to relieve any pain he may experience after the circumcision.  If you have any questions about pain relief, ask your child’s healthcare professional.

How long does a circumcision take to heal?

Newborns usually heal within 7-10 days after being circumcised.

When should I call my son’s healthcare professional?

-Your son doesn’t have a wet diaper within 6-8 hours after the procedure.
-The wound bleeds more than a few drops or continues to bleed after 1-2 days

-Redness or swelling around the tip of the penis does not go away or gets worse after 3-5 days

-Yellow discharge or coating lasts longer than 1 week

-Fluid-filled blisters are present on the penis

-There is foul-smelling drainage from the penis

-A plastic ring was used, and it does not fall off within 10-12 days

-Your son has a fever (rectal temp of 100.4F or higher)

If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact your child’s healthcare professional.

How do I care for the circumcised penis after it has healed?

Wash your child’s penis with soap and warm water when you bathe him.  No other special care should be needed.
